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Welcome to The 


Smash Hits 


Collection 85. It's 
even better than 


last years and 


another inform- 


ation-packed 


32-page album 
that builds into an exclusive picture 
gallery of all this years most famous 
faces In pop music. 

Collecting the stickers is 
simple and shouldn't cost 
you much (especially if you 
SWOD any spare ones with 
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A i i à 27 Scritti Politti 
friends). There's 144 stickers a 27 Malcolm MeLaren 
in all and most good newsagents 15 Galaxy — 27 Captain Sensible 
$ akin evens 
_ stock them. They come in packs mifeng Sc strep eee 
of five, 20p per pack. And if you've 15 Grandmaster 29 The Jacksons 
Paen 29 Marc Almond 
still got a few holes in your collection, 16 Tracay Ullman a FI 
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E MICHAEL: born George Michael eee 
ee Lives with parents no 
i ther is successful r mer. 
i ae sacked for serving CO 
drinks.) Formed Wham! after ‘A faei Aa 
schoolfriend Andrew Ridgeley. Recognise as rc 
force and musical brain behind group. Cappe 
success with solo No.1 ‘‘Careless Whisper’’. ah 


WHAM! are the brainchild of George Michael and 
Andrew Ridgeley who, after forming ska band The 
Executives, got a deal on the strength of a £20 demo 
of ‘Wham! Rap”’ in 1982. Ignored on first release, its 
follow-up ‘‘Young Guns (Go For It)” shot into the 
Top Ten after a lucky break on Top of The Pops, 
closely followed by a remodelled version of their first 


single. 
They now disown the fake teenage rebellion of 
“Bad Boys” - ‘pathetic, we can’t believe how many 


people bought that image’’ - though it too was a hit 
anyway. Subsequently they ditched the ill-fitting 
macho leather look for the cocktail sophistication of 
“Club Tropicana’’ and the ‘‘Fantastic’’ LP. They 
then left their record company, Innervision, amid 
legal wrangles, but not before their suggestive antics 
with shuttlecocks on stage had irritated many, much 
to Wham!’s glee. 

After a long break, they re-emerged with longer 
hair, darker tans and even whiter smiles, scoring 
their first No.1 with "Wake Me Up Before You Go 
Go’’. The next song, ‘‘Careless Whisper’’, was re- 


leased as a George Michael solo single - "Wham! 
Singles aren't about depression, broken 
hearts . . . they’re pop singles with energy, George 


explained. With it he became the first person ever to 
have topped the charts both as a member of a band 
and as a solo artist in the same year. 

Motown pastiche ‘‘Freedom”’ repeated the success 
and only the Band Aid record (featuring George in any 
case] kept their Christmas single "Last Christmas” 
{written the previous February } from making it four 
in a row. They capped their ridiculously successful 
year with a hit album modestly entitled "Make It 
Big’’. Ps 

These days even the critics who moaned about 
Whaml's obvious ambition and blatant commercial- 

| ism are beginning to come round, acknowledging 
| George as a gifted songwriter and producer, and 
| 
| 
| 


actually admiring the duo for their honesty. Though / 
they still get a lot of stick for things like miming at a 
miners’ benefit, they did turn out and also donated 
their "Last Christmas”’ royalties to Ethiopia. 
Wham! say they see no point in making records that 
don’t sell. According to Andrew, ‘‘Number One 
records are good records’’. Few can work so carefully 
~and with such dedication towards being massive pop 
stars; whether you love them or loathe them, Wham! 
are going to be around for a very long time 
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ANDREW 3 { 6/1/63. M Ge orge 
RIDGELEY ・ born 2 3 et 
M chael at North London comprehensive and intro- 
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j é style. Used to be ga 
duced him to fashion and style O 
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insepar able night clubbing sou t together Excer 
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or some simple guitar playing, I ew's role 1n 

f S A dr 

Wham! seems to be as someone for George to bounce 


ideas off. In 1984 joined growin 
had nose jobs. | 


g list of stars who've 


LYWOop: Holly, Paul, 
Pedro, Nasher and Mark had al] Played in bands in 
their home town of Liverpool before forming Frankie 
Goes To Hollywood In 1982. The name was taken 
trom an old American Movie Magazine headline 


signed them to his ney Zang Tumb Tuum label, 
Their first Single, Relax” WaS released in 1983. An 
energetic piece of dance music with cheeky lyrics, it 
took three Months to get into the Charts before the 
BBC banned it and it shot to No.1, even returning to 


The band comprises two Openly gay Vocalists and 
three Liverpoo] Scallies who Spend their free time 
chasing girls. They have 4 reputation for being 
controversial, 

Heavily and outrageously Marketed by ZTT, their 
Frankie Say” T-shirts set the fashion for summer 
1984. “Makes Wham! and Spanday look completely 
soft” was the Slogan that accompanied the second 
Single “Two Tribes”, Helped by another “made-to- 
be banned’ Video, it also Made No.1 as did “The 
Power Of Love”, while “Relax” itself stayed in the 
Top 100 for an amazing fifty weeks. The double 
album “Welcome To The Pleasure Dome… how- 
ever, proved Something of a disappointment. 

Definitely the band of 1984. if only for the annoy- 
ance and Controversy Stirred up. 
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PEDRO: born Peter Gill 8/3/60. Used to be wood 
machinist but made redundant. Now shares London 
flat with Mark and Nasher where they spend most of 
their time. Now drummer but earlier tried to learn 
guitar ‘‘but my hands were too little so after six 
months I went on to bashing things’’. The worrier of 
the groupyaistalsointerested in vintage cars. 
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MARK: born 6/1/64. N 
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QUEEN: formed 1 
student], Roger Meddows-Taylor (biology student}, 
John Deacon {electronics student) and Freddie 
Mercury (born Frederick Bulsara) who advocated 
blend of heavy rock, progressive complexity and 
glam' image. In 1975 ‘Bohemian Rhapsody spent 
No.1 and featured first pop promo- 
Successfully updated themselves in 
‘Radio GaGa"’. 
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MADONNA: born Madonna Ciccone 16/8/58 to 
large Italian family in Detroit USA. Moved to New 
York aged 17 primarily Drummed for 
Breakfast Club Band, p and sang with 
own band Emmy before getting deal. Has also ap- 
peared in films Visionquest and Desperately Seeking 
Susan. Ambitious but insecure - ‘above all I want to 
1] round entertainer And happy’’- 


as a dancer. 
layed guitar 


be ana 


HOWARD JONES: 
Eldest of three boys. Famil 
twice emigrating to C 
first band. Got ten 
school - "the 
First recorde 


born 23/2/55 in Southampton, 
y travelled extensively, 
anada where How 


ard joined his 
‘O’ Levels and two 


A' Levels at 
y served me no purpose whatsoever” 
ver bought: “Sgt Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band”’ by The Beatles. Studied music 
chester, learnt Synthesiser and began 
Whilst playing in pubs in High W 
Jan and mime artist Jed Hollie w 
Partner, Previous jobs 
Point assembler a 
First hit with f 
First album, “ 
1984 
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OZZY OSBOURNE born 3/2/48. Rox keted to sı 
让 to su 

70s with Black Sabbath through 
Ption of raucous apocalyptic heavy met al and 
S Outrageous pranks — se hh 
geOuS pranks setting fire to peopl 


cess in early 


© etc. 
te solo, remains king of heavy metal horror, pro 

Sante Maras a) oe 1 9 DR 
ducing heavy rock spectaculars and occasio 
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iting Reade off bats. ''There’s nothing I wouldn’t do 
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MEAT LOAF: born 27/9/51 in Texas U.S.A. Ex- 
American footballer, ex-actor. First album ‘‘Bat Out 
Of Hell’’, written by Jim Steinman, sold over ten 
million copies. Recently overhauled his image with 
‘Modern Girl” - though music remains in remark- 
ably similar dramatic vein. Despite saying ‘‘I’m big - 
I can’t be little’’, dieted with noticeable success. 
Married with two children, Pearl and Amanda. 

‘People relate to me -I don’t look like Rod Stewart 
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TONY HADLEY: born 36/6/60. Wife Leonie, son 
Thomas. First record bought: “Double Barrel’’ by 
Dave and Ansel Collins. singing influences: Frank 
Sinatra, Barbra Streisand and '60s star Tom Jones, 
with a little Annie Lennox, Daryl Hall and Freddie 
Mercury for good measure. Car: Opel GTE. Likes 
horse-riding. jf | believe ali the stuff people tell me 


about how good-looking ram,Tdbe34 right prat- 
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SPANDAU BALLET: Rising out of the ashes of failed power-pop band The 
Makers, Spandau Ballet made their first live appearance in November 1979 
in a private rehearsal room in front of an audience of friends from the New 
Romantic club scene. Spandau Ballet were the first group to make music - a 
kind of tentative Synth-disco - specifically for this extravagantly dressed 
Set and, having received the thumbs up from their Mates, went on to play a 
series of suitably exotic Private dates ~ HMS Belfast on the Thames, Botani- 
cal Gardens in Birmingham - and finally a public date in London's Heaven. 
Each appearance was carefully designed to be a special event and to promote 
the image of flaunt ing an exclusive Privileged scene to those outside. 
This plan, hatched by Gary Kemp and “‘sixth member’! Manager Steve 


bout enjoying 
ascism on the second 
le “Musclebound’’’s PEOvocative imagery. Still, despite (or perhaps 
ecause ofj the/arguments, Spandau moved on - with the occasional wobble 
from electro-disco to fuder dance records (“Chant No.1) 
Ophisticated soft soul (theiiong-running No.1 “True 
“Despite the public jet-getting image of fashionable clothes and exotic 
Ideo, not to Mention gtendency to verge on the pretentious in search of 
Credibility, Privately@Spandau. Ballet remain five close friends from the 
Same Islington background Bing 100% to make a better life for them- 
elves. To quote Steve Norman: ‘You're up there and youre playing and 
| the audience is enjoying it and everything is going great, then you look 
around... and there's all your best mates up there with you! It’s just 
brilliant!” 
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KANE GANG: Sunderland-based soul trio. — 
mentalist Dave Brewis and singers Martin — 
and Paul Woods had known each other for ten yea 0 
Previously called Kings Of Cotton. nN sp | 
when discovered by Newcastle's trendy Kitc nes 
label {also home of Prefab Sprout and e 
Sweet ballad ‘‘Closest Thing To Heaven succe 
where rousing first two singles failed. 
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ANNIE LENNOX: porn 25 12/54. Warm, friendly 
hed singing career We aring 
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MIKEY CRAIG: born 15/2/60: Be 
think of Culture Club as<‘anexample to the world’’. 
Ex-DJ, is ‘‘reggaeish, fumkyish”\influence on group. 
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TRACEY ULLMAN: born 30/12/59. Started career as a dancer, progressing 
to comedienne on TV's ‘‘Three Of A Kind’’. First hit with ' ‘Breakaway’ in 
April 1983. After string of wacky videos, singing career has taken second 
place to acting - appeared in Paul McCartney’s "Give My Regards To Broad 
Street’. Married to TV producer millionaire Allan McKeown. Never goes 
anywhere without Yorkshire Terrier, Binky Beaumont. 
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aa Reginald Dwight 25/3/47 in Pinner Mex. 22 
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p : i 
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NIRSRERSEAW. 3/58 in Bristol but spent 
chif@@ed Years am ipswich. Acquired first guitar for 
£2Q;00'at age Gr to ed it to audition for school 
bad Balt Pimt Nose woo played Deep Purple covers. 


AtS time sported waist-length hair, four inch plat- 
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ALIS ON MOYET bo ¢ iL -| 
born 18/6/61 3 3 } 
around Southend until vi ` ang in r n’b bands 
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1 reggae band fronted by the Campbell brothers Robin 


and Ali. rook name from unemployment benefit card - now Say the name is 


like ‘‘a rock around our necks’’. First single ' ‘Rood For Thought’'/ “King” 


was the first single to reach Top 10 (March 1980} without backing of major 
record company. Left independent Graduate Records after anti-apartheid 
‘Burden Of Shame’’ song was omitted from South African version of first 
LP ‘Signing off’. Steady but unspectacular career boosted in 1983 by 
“Labour Of Loye"! album, a celebration of the reggae/ska dance music of 
their youth. Followed this with excellent black and white film of the same 
name, masterminded by saxophonist Brian Travers, showing them danc- 
ing, arguing Over girls and fighting with policemen in their native 
Birmingham. Have now set up own DEP International label there (in con- 
verted bacon factory), releasing singles by other reggae artists Echo Base, 
Winston Reedy and Mikey Dread. 
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PHIL COLLINS: born 3 1/1, 
Phil Collins became the dru 
and their singer five years later. His solo LPs, singles 
("Against All Odds” was a US number one) and pro- 


duction work (Frida of Abba, Adam Ant) have since 
established him both a meg 


spected"’ musician and songwriter. 


/51. A former child actor, 
immer of Genesis in 1970 
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ORCHESTRAL MANOEUVRES IN THE DARK: 
central core. of Paul Humphreys and Andy 
McCluskey, both 25 and from the Wirral. One of the 
first synthesiser bands, had stream of hits until 1983 
‘Dazzle Ships” LP when Strong experimental streak 
finally overpowered their better judgement, though 
back towards form with “yank Culture” album. Well 
dressed image disguises two ambitious and witty 
individuals. Paul is married to Maureen. 
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MATT BIANCQ@ formed July 1982 by Singer Mark 
Reilly and keyboard player Danny White, both refu- 
gees from failed salsa trendies Blue Rondo A La Turk; 
joined by Polish singer Basia. Took name as spoof on 
early '60s spy film characters. Had first hit in March 
1984 with "Get Out Of Your Lazy Bed”’, followed by 
lean spell before becoming hip again with pleasing 
light jazz of "Half A Minute’’. 
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JULIAN LENNON: born 8/4/63 only child of Beatle 
John’s first marriage (to Cynthia}. Can be heard at 
end of father’s 1974 Lp “Walls And Bridges" when 
aged 11. Despite inevitable Scepticism, achieved 
considerable initia] Success with own Solo career 
Old fashioned both in dress sense and musically - 
hates People like Frankie who ‘‘don’t Play on their 


ご = records. When Thearthem Ijust go ‘yeeuuggh | _ 
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PAUL WELLER: born John William 
family nicknamed him Paul. For 
school, disban 
six years to rea 
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girlfriend Gill, runs Solid Bond Studios, 
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S Single from Spin-off 


riginal line-up debuted 20/9/76 at the 


now legendary London 100 Club punk festival, where they played a chaotic 
20 minute version of The Lord's Prayer’. Only constant members are 
Siouxsie and Steve Severin (bass). Originally Sid Vicious (later Sex Pistols 
bassist) played drums and Marco Pirroni (later Adam*& The Ants) guitar. 
Kenny Morris and Kim Fenton took over for instantly successful first single 
“Hong Kong Garden They left in mid-tour 1979, after which the Ban- 
shees became less punky, more melodic and psychedelic. Since then 
drummer has been Budgie - ex-Slits, Spitfire Boys (with Paul Rutherford) 
and Big In Japan (with Holly Johnson) - also in spin-off group The Creatures 
with Siouxsie. John McGeoch (ex-Magazine, ROW in The Armoury Show) 
played guitar for two years but succumbed to ill health. Replaced by ‘‘eud- 
dly’’ Robert Smith, moonlighting from The Cure, but he too left to be 
replaced in turn by John Carguthers from Clock DVA. Dedicated non- 


conformists with immensely loyal following. 
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ASWAD: formed in 19 
ever, though have never had hit single. Many consider tht at th 
playing live. Recently stripped down to nucleus of Brinsley Forde T ony 
Gadd, and Angus iDrummie' Zeb - with each-release their thoughttu 
committed music becomes more commercial. Forde former child actor - 
Double Deckers, Please Sir etc. 


, the most consistently popular British Te88: 
„m at their best 
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Glasgow § Torygien district. Split sehoolboy punk band Johnny & The Self 


SIMPLE MINDS: Jim Kerr and Charlie Burchill gre in 
1f 
l; 


Abusers in 1978 to form Simple Mindswith keyboard player Mick McNeil 
bassist Derek Forbes and a succession ot drummers ending with former 
session man Mel Gaynor. 

After melodic put derivative first album “Life In A Day", dabbled with 
gloomy electronics before finding new inspiration in travel and dance 
music. Finally had hit in 1982 with '‘Promised You A Miracle’’. Subsequent 
works have shows even greater sophistication — American keyboard legend 
Herbie Hancock even guested on ‘‘New Cold Dream’ 

Meanwhile jim Kerr reputedly overwhelmed by U2. Consequently Sim- 
ple Minds’ live shows have veered away from detached presentation to more 
energetic performances, even incorporating rock'n'roll call-and-answet 
routines. All part of Jim Kert’s ambition? “Tjust want us to be the best band 
in the world.”’ 
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CAPTAIN SENSIBLE: born Ray Burns 24/4/ 


loony punk group The Damned. Had 


55. Guitarist with the original 
from old musical " 


a huge 1982 hit with "Happy Talk” 
South Pacific’’. Since then has concentrated mainly on 
solo career, writing with producer Tony Mansfield. When not being totally 
idiotic, the Captaimis a keen supporter of CND and animal rights. 
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BONO: born Paul Hewson 10/5/60. Received name : 
(as did The Edge} from childhood imaginary world 3 
Lipton Village. Wife Alison. Intense and concerned 

but diplomatic and not without humour. Reluctant 、 
focus for ego-less, militant pacifist band, was invited 
to join government committee on youth unemploy- 

me minister. ‘I don’t know much 


ment by Irish pri 
about polities but I know a little about people.’ 
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SISTERS OF MERCY: “Our band never really formed. It sort of grew like 
mould ona slice of bread.’’ Dating back to Leeds in 1980, this independent 
crew of night creatures under the jeadership of Andrew Eldritch racked up 
15 best-selling indie releases of spooky, sleazy fire before taking their 
Merciful Release label {' ‘total musical honesty and artistic control”) to a 


major. Ones to watch. 


Michael and (later) Randy 
d dancing child entertain- 
t success. Matured 
4 loss of Jermaine in label 
assive Status and lately 
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| THE FALL: central figure Mark E. Smith (na, 
| he lies) formed band in Manchester in 1977. Endless 
| albums of rough rambling music and sarcastic North- 
| ern banter established small but committed 
following for band. In latest of numerous line-up 
changes, Brix - Smith’s American wife of two years — 
joined on guitar. Recent material mellower. 
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NICR RHODES JOm Nicholas jam cSates 8/6/62. 
Maed model Jule Ann Frig¢dman all in pink in 
Eondon, August 1984. Receptiomigieses Picludé@eue 
Bien from Dallas. Finally published book of abstract 
polaroids “'Tnterference’’. ‘‘Art, happy people, Saaw- 
berries and my cat Sebastian’’ are a few AGB fis 
z 5 favourite things. Reckons ‘‘as a team and ask gang, 
SLADE: glam-r@ekiStars OF the early '70s, had a string of Hugely successful Duran Duran are closer than ever before.” 
mis-spelled stoipers (cS m Mama Weer All Crazee Now | Disappeared, 
apart from annual re-release of ‘Merry Xmas Everybody' but re-emerged 
in 1980 after Reading Rock Bestival and nave been there or thereabouts ever 
since. "We haved bemamged, says ave Hall, “Same approach. Same line- 
up. Same silly faces 
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| FEARGAL SHARKEY: born 13/8/58 in Derry, Ireland. Won singing compe- 

titions his mum would enter him for as a child. From 1977 to 1983 
tremulous-voiced frontman for raucous pop band The Undertones After 
one-off hit "Never Never’’ with Vince Clarke as The Assembly, started his 
solo career with ‘‘Listen To Your Father’’, backed by Madness. Married to 
Ellen, with son Sean. 
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NN TAYLOR: born 96/4/60, Married former 
hook: et Giovanna Cantone in 
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ANDY TAYLOR: born 16/2/62. Describes guitar 
playing (started at age 5) as ‘‘a hobby gone mad 
plays crazed guitar solos during rehearsals. Batt Of 
Powerhouse project with John Taylony Bernard 
Thompson and Tony Thompson of Chie and Robert 
Palmer. Owns ‘‘Rio’’ restauranséim Whitley Bay: 
Cures for homesickness - ‘‘eazffing money and play- 
ing together’’. Wife Traceyind@ son Andrew. 
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at Vauxhall Motors [where his Dad worked), while 
playing bass in Mosswreck (Led Zeppelin covers) and 


PAUL YOUNG: born 17/1/56 in Luton. Studied 
piano from age 7, guitar from age 10. Apprenticeship 
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worldwide. Lost his voice for few months last year, 
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Each sticker costs 5p (including postage). 


We prefer to receive payment by CHEQUE or POSTAL 
ORDER, but you can also send U.K. postage stamps. 
If you do send STAMPS, please ensure that none of 
them are higher than 13p in value. CHEQUES should 
be made out to MINICARDS LTD. 


You may only order 15 stickers. 


This mail order service is only for the U.K. and EIRE. 
(EIRE collectors - all payments must be in 
STERLING.) 


SORRY - BUT WE CAN ONLY ACCEPT ONE ORDER 
FROM EACH COLLECTOR AND YOU CAN ONLY 
ORDER ONE STICKER OF EACH NUMBER. 


Writing the lottor. 

a 
Get a sheet of paper and print your NAME, 
ADDRESS and AGE on it. 


Print in large letters SMASH HITS 85, so we 
know what collection you want. 


Then list the numbers of the stickers 
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Dear MinicavglS 
pa ee SMASH HITS BS 
Minicards Ltd. =P E Tenclose 75pforl5stickers 
Dept. POP, 
Panini House, . 
116-120 Gaswell Road 
LONDON, ECIV 7QD 7 142 
Thank You 
Your name 


The quickest way to complete your album is by making 
sure you swop all your doubles. Get together with 
friends and exchange your stickers whenever you can. 
You'll be amazed how quickly your album fills when you 
swop. 
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